
Notice Regarding Hearings in Gulfport Division (Judge Katharine M. Samson) 
June 1, 2020 

 
Effective June 1, 2020, and until further notice, all bankruptcy court hearings in Gulfport, 
Hattiesburg, and Natchez will be conducted as follows: 

Gulfport Division (Judge Katharine Samson) 

• All hearings will be “in-person” unless a party is notified otherwise by the 
Court. 

• For Gulfport “in person” hearings, attorneys in the Jackson area will be 
permitted to participate by video conference from Courtroom 4D of the 
Thad Cochran U.S. Courthouse, 501 E. Court Street, Jackson, Mississippi. 
This video option for Jackson attorneys does not apply to hearings 
scheduled in Hattiesburg or Natchez.  

• Attorneys may not bring additional parties (i.e. clients, etc.) to the hearings 
without permission from the court.  If any attorney plans to call a witness, 
the attorney should notify Judge Samson’s chambers as soon as possible 
prior to the hearing. 

• An attorney that identifies as a high-risk individual (i.e. age, health factors, 
etc.) under public health guidelines or who otherwise is uncomfortable with 
appearing in person in court should contact Judge Samson’s chambers as 
soon as possible prior to the hearing. 

Under Special Order of the United States District Court:   
Counsel must notify the presiding judge and opposing counsel if that attorney (or any 
individual the attorney intends to bring to the courthouse) has any of the following risk 
factors:  

• Persons who a doctor, hospital, or health agency has asked to self- 
quarantine; 

• Persons who have been diagnosed with, or have had contact with 
anyone who has been diagnosed with, COVID-19; 

• Persons with fever, cough, or shortness of breath; 
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• Any other persons who would raise a reasonable concern of 
exposure. 

 
If an attorney (or any individual the attorney intends to bring to the courthouse) 
has any of the risk factors, counsel must give notice as soon as possible, but no 
later than 24 hours before the proceeding. The presiding judge will have sole 
discretion to determine whether the proceeding should be delayed or can go 
forward, perhaps by alternative means. 

 
The United States Marshal Service will be screening all courthouse visitors for risk 
factors identified in the Special Order.  

 
Chambers Contact Information:  
228-563-1840 or christy_cannette@mssb.uscourts.gov 


